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[?j DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

FXCHIFNI DETFRIORATEO _ UNAI IFRFf) X- 0n,G,NAL S,TE 

X.GOOD _RUINS JtALTERCD _MOVED DATE . 

...FAIR __UNtXPOS>.D, 

OFSCmUE THE f'P.ESEN I ANL> ORIGINAL (IE KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

DJiSCKIFTT on 

‘it. Ignatius School, e monumental, five-story building, iu faced 
with Illinois cut stone on the ground floor and brick on succeeding 
floors, Kach window is trimmed with stone} the corners have decorative 
cj uo ins . The buil d 3 np 5 s T-nhapod . 

The school building is approached by a formal axial double staircase. 

I to wrought iron balustrade with its maker’s plate is original, 
massive paneled entry doors each carved with a lion's head open into 
a vestibule. The trim framing this arched doorway .imitates rope. 

The transom contains original etched glass displaying the school’s 
emblem and address when built. 

The center hall extends without interruption from the front to 
the rear of the building. Just beyond the entrance vestibule there 
is a parlor cn either side of this hall. Both have tin ceilings, 
because the parlor doers and their paneled jambs remain unpainted, 
they provide one of the few examples in the building of the fine 
original finish. The trim throughout the building is hardwood. 

The flooring is random-width hardwood; much of it is now covered with 
tile. 

Beyond the parlors, crossing the center hall at right angles, 
is another hallwav. On both sides of that hallway there arc wide 
curving staircases loading to the upper three floors. Thu newel posts 
and handrails arc supported by t on gu e -and -groove fir beaded boards 
3. n s t e a d o f b a 1 u s t wr s . 

Beyond the staircase, farther along the central corridor, are 
■ offices, a lecture hall, and a chapel. The latter has been greatly altered 
so that fill that remains of its original decoration, is one chandelier 
and its doors with their etched and colored glass. Those rooms generally- 
had tin ceilings, but some are now covered over. 

The ground floor has kitchen and dining facilities for the priests 
■and classrooms for the students. There arc living quarters for the 
priests on the upper floors of the building;. The second floor also 
contains a library, and the second and third flours have classrooms 
ar> well. On in 8 fourth floor there Is a gymnan ium (originally the 
auditorium) and the Cambridge Hoorn (which began as a museum). The 
latter 3s the most magnificent room in the school building. It is 
two stories high, and its walls are lined with richly carved two-story 
bookcase unit:-:- The balcony level of the bookcases is reached by 
a double, curved staircase. Faucis decorated with carved flowers and 
plants v.-ere executed oy the Bruns ■■wick A Blake Company, manufacturers 
of pool tables. Carved wooden columns support the balcony. The original 
ceiling; fixture has*, been electrified* Stencils on the ceiling were 
covered when a sprinkler r.ys Lem war; added. 

The fifth floor has the original acolyte meeting hall. This floor 
in not apparent from the exterior since it shares the 1 8-foot windows 
with the floor below. Although now used for storage and in a great 
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STATFMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE " 

To find a pre-fire Catholic school still 
surviving in Chicago on the scale and magnificence of St. Ignatius 
is remarkable . It;-, handsome architecture 5s a tribute to the deter- 

mination of the American Jesuits to have only the finest in their 
educational facilities. That the building is still being used for 
educational purposes after a period of 10^5 years is a tribute to 
the y.e.n 1. of Father Damen , whose name remains commonplace in Chicago 
today because of the major street named after him. 



HISTORY 

Father Arnold Damon, born in DeLeur, Holland, on March 20, 1815, 
came to America in the company of Father DeSrnet in 1837* While pastor 
of the Jesuit church of St. Francis Xavier in St. Louis, he managed 
the parish schools arid roe.!:*, wt-u the impur Lance of this aspect of 
parochial service, in 18 * 76 , he wars invited oy bishop 0 * Kogan cs Chicago 
to com u.': t a series ot srn ritual revivals which met with great success. 
This }'•:■■ : seed F j chop 0*. Regan to invite Father Damen to establish a 
Jesuit, perish in Chicago. With the sanction of his Superior in St. Louis 
rather ; ."non chose a site on the west sice where large numbers of 
li'ish Dc 1 Folio ii ; .i /'rants were set ll inn down and building small wooden 
houses. That van. the year 1857, remembered especially for its business 
panic. Lvcn though banks, business and commercial houses were closing 
throughout America, Fa their Damen tactfully cultivated the good will 
of hi s pc.rishoncrc and in 165 ? they supported him in his efforts to 
build a small, frame church. They also stood behind him until he 
realized his dream of a college dedicated to St. Ignatius. 

Financial difficulty forced the catholic university of St. Mary 
of the Loire in Chicago to close its doors in 1866 which proviclc-d 
Father lb-men with justification for bu.i Lding a Jesuit college for 
catholic boys. Property was; purchased in 1868, the foundation laid, 
arid pur l. of the y:h11s built when progress was halted due to lack of 
funds. At this time the Acting Provincial , Father Joseph Keller, 

0 man of enterprise and vision, was notified of Father Damon's plight. 
Father Keller had been thwarted in his plans to build a boarding school 
on it grand scale, and he wan eager to see Father Damen succeed. 

To circumvent lin: 10/ interest cm money borrowed in Chicago, 
pleas v'ere sent to the Paternity to allow Father Damon to travel to 
lie M ami with Father James Van (loch to see u ■ • e an assured sum of $20,000 
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8 . >iJ STORY, continued 

at in to rest from Father Van Goch's brother. Permission to leave 
for Hoi 1 end in Juno of 1868 was granted when it wan explained in a 
letter that "the building is to be built on a largo ncale to compete 
with protestant colleges er.d public school:-, which are like palaces. 

It is necessary to do this to induce parents . to rive us the preference; 
external a ope?, ranees do much to ir -.press Americans.*' 

In Kept oiv. her of i860, Father- Darneri and Father Van Goch returned* 
money in hand, the structural v/orl: of the collide proceeded and 
was completed in 1870. Tho cost of construction was approximately 
$230,000, an enormous amount at that time. With two classes of students 
and a stuff of four professors » the college was formally opened in 
September 1 8?0 .. it was grandiose like all of Father . Ke.l lor' a conceptions. 
?<y 18/,, 5, the attendance had grown to require tho addition of a wing 
at the rear of the building. 



7, DESCRIPTION » continued 

and its ceilings were stenciled. Remnants of 
still visible today. 

The attic* lit by dormer windows, houses 
whose cores support the ceilings below and wh 
the roof. 

A wing containing classrooms was designs 
of the building .in 1895* 



this decoration arc 

the great wooden trusses 
osc rafters support 

d and built at the rear 




St siisSiS? : vS 4UiU2i * 



r - e , /, h i _ r 1 o rv of Oh i on fro , Vol . II, 1940, p, 362. 



mGEOGRAPIUCAX. data 



9.., tU. 



,.|' , I ) 1 : , -.m ] f 1 ,, I ,■ 1 ,, , f 1 n li I I ! l — 1 1 1 I 1 — 1 — I — 1 -Li i I 

■ 1 : - I — '■ — ■ -l—i-J - / - s — J Z0NE ea sting northing 

70 NL LASTING NOIUHING , , . . 1 II I I 

C [ j J I |_j J Ll.-Ul-t. xJ 

vTlitvACVou k l37-.ky utscri ir i icTi-J 



LiBmrsTATLs 7 ™rcoriHTlE'sT 6 Fri‘ 1 » ; ‘[i:i tjV.«AI>MHGSTATf on COUNTY BOUMOARlfcS 



COW COUNT' 



imams / 11 iil 

Annette L. Valenta 



° 210 ') South Austin Boul.cvord 



Hay 30, 1976 

DATE 

( 31 2 ) 6 32-74 05 



, ■' gY /”i;3 HiGVOUIG PRESERVATION CFF'iCSK CERTIFICATION 

k “ T| |f_ tVALUAT, D BICNIITCANCL Oh 1 HIS PROPERTY WITHIN THL STATF IR: 

statcJL LOCAL 



‘liT<7(ic v.'juTti^rirwtT.' i‘i li-lot ic Pi <«..frw:tk>n OfliU i for the National H 



v. Hfosaivoiion Act of 1900 {Public Law 89 069). 



fJaiitm.’l Rft(]isU:f sir»d certify that it has beer 




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 



Date Entered 


NOV 17 1977 


Name 


Location 


Cluevur, Richard, House. 


Haywood 
Cook County 


First Congregational Church of Austin 


Chicago 
Cook County 


Kent, Sydney, House 


Chicago 
Cook County 


St. Ignatius College 


Chicago 
Cook County 



ftlso Notified 

Hon. Charles H. Percy 
Hon. Adi ai E. Stevenson 
Hon. Henry J. Hyde 
Hon. Dan Rostenkowski 
Hon. Ralph H. Metcalfe 
Hon. Cardiss Collins 



COPY G! : S3;®mu HOTIFiCATIO: 




